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ART. 1.-Girnar Inacriptiou. 

THE following extract of a letter from Captain JACOB, Political 
Agent Katyawar, addressed to the Secret.ary, will explain the reasons 
for republishing those of these inscriptions which formerly appeared 
in the Journal of the .Aaiatic Society of Bengal:-

" Rajcote, 4th July 1842. 
"MY DEAR S11t; 

" I enclose the Gimar Rock Inscriptions, most carefully compared, 
"the joint labour of Mr. WESTERGARD, a young Brahman protege 
"of mine, and myself. They may be depended on as perfectly 
"accurate. Mr. WESTERGARD will be in Bombay about the time you 
" receive these, if not before, and has kindly undertaken to correct 
" the proof-sheets. I should be very glad to see our Society the 
"first to give them to the world in their perfect state ;-perfect only 
"as far as the Goths and Vandals of the country have left them, of 
"course I mean." 

ART. 11.-Jucription copi~ from an ancient Tablet, found at 
Ntfg,,Ur (Nagpore), JDitla the aame in modern ckaractet'a, 
accompanied by a Traulation, and JDith 80flfe remaru by the 
REVD. DR. STEVENSON. 

TeE copy of the Inscription I now lay before the Society, with a 
transcript in DevanilgRri, and a translation of the greater part, wa~ 
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received some time ago by L. R. REID, Esq., Chief Secretary to Go
vernment, from Major WJLIUNSON, Resident at Nagpore, and by the 
former gentleman committed to me to decypher, and translate. 

It consists of two parts, the former containing seventeen lines, and 
the latter three. It is the former only that I have decyphered and 
translated. There are in it a few breaks at the ends of some of the 
lines ; but as they are small, it is not difficult from the connection to 
make out the sense. The latter has two considerable lacuna! in the 
middle of two consecutive lines ; and besides from what I mo.de out of it, 
consisting apparently of nothing but an eulogy of Shivo, I did not deem 
it worthy of the exo.mination it would have required to make anything 
like a full translation. The character in which it is written seems 
about a couple of centuries more modem than that of the former in
scription, which is intrinsically of considerable importance, as afford
ing direct proof that up to a period comparatively recent the Buddhist 
ascendancy was maintained in the East of India. 

The tablet from which the transcript is taken, was probably originally 
attached to a building destined for Buddhist ascetics by a sovereign of 
that faith. The country over which the sovereign ruled is called Uris{,* 
most probably Orissa, which is full of Buddhist antiquities, and where 
a powerful dynasty reigned in ancient times. The sovereigns whose 
names o.re mentioned in this Inscription, are Surya-Ghosha, Kutsa, 
Udayana, and Bhava-Deva. Although none of these kings are men
tioned in the list given by STIRLING in his account of Cutto.ck, yet he 
omits, as he tells us, thirty-two kings of the Kesari race ; and 
these may yet be found among them. It is also to be observed, that 
his principal authority-the record kept in the temple of Jagannath
was only commenced in the eleventh century, and that it says nothing 
of any of the previous sovereigns being of a different religion, though 
from this inscription, written by a Brahman, it evidently appears thnt 
the three last at least of the above-mentioned kings were Buddhists ; 
and that in the temple record it is expressly said, that the last of the 
Kcsari race of kings was driven from his throne on account of a dispute 
with a Brahman. Most likely, then, all the previous sovereigns werr 
BU<l1lhist~, o.nd with a change of dynasty there wns nlso a dinnge of 
religion, nnd a persecution of those who adhered to the an<'icut faith 
as disaffected subjects of the new soverrign. Probably, also, most of 
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those splendid temples, for which Orissa is famed, were reared by these 
sovereigns. The famous Dlack Pagoda at least must have been so, as 
the principal figure above the ·principal gateway, u drawn in the 
A11iatic Re11earcke11, VOL. xv., p. 330, is a Buddha: nine Buddhist 
sages nre ranged under it, and nine more on each side of the door
way. In STIRLING's account, these are said to be the nine planets. 
It may be so, but then they were so represented by Buddhists ; for 
the Brnminical figures to represent the planets are quite different. 
The modern Hindu sovereigns of the Ganga race to whom these 
works are ascribed, probably only repaired them, and converted them 
from Buddhist to Braminical temples,-a thing that has happened 
to many Jain temples in Gujarat and Central Indie,-to one only a 
few years ago. 

The Inscription is written in lines of modulated Sanscrit prose, by 
a Brnhmnn ; so that it would appear that even then, by their astro
logical knowledge a.hd usefulness in transacting business, the Brah
mans were climbing the ladder of that ascendancy to which, in a 
century or two after, they attained. 

The date of the Inscription is unfortunately not giYen in figures, 
but the two words Skiioo Jvr:lrl, which follow immediately ~. the 
abbreviation for Samvat, I hnve no doubt contain the dnte, which is 
therefore 711, or A. D. 657.* This conclusion also harmonizes both 
with the style of the letters, as compared with those of an earlier and 
Inter date in PRINSEP's Alphabets, and also with the state of Eastern 
India, as described by a Chinese traveller of that ngr, as so well 
illustrated by Colonel SYKES in his late paper on the state of An
cient India. 

Although the general tenor of the Inscription is obvious and deter
minate, several minor difficulties have presented themselves, in exe
cuting the translation. Not having the original to refer to, I hne 
not taken any liberty with the transcript, nor even with the Deva
n8gari substitutes, except in one or two obvious instances, where there 
could scarcely be any doubt that one similar letter had been put by 
mistake for another. In other instances, where no sense seemed to 
result from the letters as they stood, I have made the best conjecture 
I could in forming the translation, leaving the Devanagari unchanged. 

• Bhivo ia pla.in, and Jvala iD the Koaha ia oynonymoWI with Agnijivha; and iDthe Bmrit1 
Alflli ia ll&ld to be Baptajlvhah; a1ao In Rig· Veda I. Aohtaka 8, Adhyaya :118. Varga. 

1 1 * 
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Theae difficulties have, fortunately, relation only to some words in the 
profusion of epithets heaped upon gods, and heroes, and not to the 
general acope or to the important points on which I have based my 
remarks relative to its Buddhlstical character. 

ADORATION TO THE TRIAD. 

l . Thou, the god of surpassing wisdom, the pOS11essor of the ante
lope-ruling (moon), the bearer of the terrible barbed trident, the 
invincible sender of victory, the vanquisher of armies, comest for 
our lalvation, seated in thy easy chariot, conquering and slaying 
(our foes); often celebrated as our deliverer, thou always presentest 
tliyself full of good qualities. Now let the goddess held in his hand. 
and him the holder of the goddess of prosperity, the father distin
guished by his crest, the destroyer of pain, the fascinator of the world, 
preserve you. 

2. May he preserve you, who is lifeless, yet living; co~fined, yet 
moving every where ; the elementary principle of the world. yet 
being of a tranquil disposition ; visible, yet altogether invisible ; who 
delivers the world from fear, and yet is the cause of fe11r ; who re
ceives without emotion the intense fire of Cupid's radiant shafts, and 
yet is the father and mother of cities and their inhabitants ; whose 
measure has been ascertained, and yet who is immeuurable. Let 
him who is the darkening waterless fog, and at the same time the 
thunderbolt-irradiated water-distilling cloud, preserve all in every 
place. 

3. The Sovereign Lord of Uris{ (Orissa) crowned with a tiara 
and garlands, adorned with rubies, and from uninterrupted ever-in
creasing acts of merit incapable of falling into sin, was Sar SuaYA 
GeosHA, who, like the sun, embraced all in his one circle, virtu47ua 
and holy, famed throughout the world, active and truthful. 

4. Armed with a sword and mace, his rapid march humbled the 
earth. Greatly prospering, and served by the wives of his enemies, 
resplendent with ethereal radiance, he cllifused a dazzling lustre in 
every part of the world. . Surrounded with heroes, praised by the 
dark goddess as endued with the mind of Bhishma, and himself dis
tinguished for a magnitude equal to that of Bhlma and Mahodara , 
illustrious and ever prospering, he took captive all he met. 
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5. At length he, the refuge of the good and bad, having begged 
permission to attend at the feet of the divinity, obtained freedom 
from worldly existence in the highest heavens; and in addition, per
fect union with the Deity. 

6. As an overjoyed hero standing behind the flash of his sword, 
was LAKSHMI, whose most delightful mansion was the breast of the 
world-sustaining lord, and into whose pure ocean fame entered as 
naturally as a bullock the plough. 

7. W~th the weapon that cleaves the temples of the drum-bearing 
furious elephant, she in one open, breath-dividing battle-fie~ after 
another, with her well-sharpened keen-edged sword coursed during 
night, hither and thither like a lion, who with his claws procures what 
satisfies his appetite. By her heroism a heroine, and connected with 
a heroic family, she attaches herself to such, as the brilliant safllower 
to the sides of the lakes. 

8. Her beloved son having died by falling from a lofty eminence 
in the place where he resided, KuTSA,-a most excellent person, a very 
Indra,-after passing through many births in which he performed 
mighty and famous actions, became lord of the earth. But the love 
of the Creator, and devotion to the pe"ading energy of the universe, 
converted him, and made him regardless of the business of the world, 
and a man wholly intellectual. 

9. Having, therefore, seen that the only way to lay hold on the 
unfading star of life was by crossing the ocean of this world, he, as 
an ascetic (Yati), went over the awfully resplendent, invincible, 
Himalayan mountains, to the sage's (Muni's) established seat. 

10. After having for a long time journeyed patiently, enduring 
privations, the associate of bears, and ravenous beasts, the lord of the 
earth married one of the Pandava family, and a child called UoAYANA 
being born to him, he had the happiness of possessing a son. 

11. When he had obtained union in the heavenly mansions, (his 
son,) the royal holder of the divine treasures, who hurled afar the 
foe-terrifying discus, who through fear of the destroying god and 
infernal pains restrained his own spirit, who cherished his own power
ful host, and destroyed the multitudes of his foes, and every where 
inspired silence, became the incarnate deity who sustained the weight 
of the earth. 
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12. The settler of his subjects, the conferer of merit, the deity that 
carries on the affairs of the world, such was BaAVA-DEVA his fourth 
BOD. 

J 3. He, m11rching forth armed with a dagger, and weapon re
sembling the nails of the hand, went into the field of b11ttle, tearing 
his foes to pieces, and like a roaring lion destroying his enemies, those 
furious elephants. 

14. How should it be that through pain the serpent that bears 
the world should cast its earthy load from its head, nnd that its fore
head should no more be able to perform its appointed task, and to keep 
the world ste11dy? No more could the king do so, who held the place 
of the pole, to which the yoke is attached, was a mountain ~ sustain 
his subjects. 

15. Without levying any capitation t11x, or traversing the pro
vinces, distinguished as the unexampled cherisher of the eartl1, he 
wu a very Vishnu (husband of Lakshmi.) With his friend, the be
loved Girimukho., dear to his henrt, and ever ~reeable, by whom as 
by fresh il.owere the universe [ w11s perfumed], the sovereign of 
the world, the supreme king, having adopted the path of religion as 
an ascetic (Y 11ti), wandered through Turu, * exerting his mind in the 
study of holy science, rooting out his vices, and every day resem
bling the full moon. His undecayed body like a heap of yellow 
gold, at last assumed a dark red colour, till all the hateful fuel of 
passion being consumed, he be~ame wholly glorious for the welfare 
of men. 

16. Fulfilling all the desires [ of the sages], every where raining 
down blesaings, no stain was anywhere to be found, nor fear of ca
lamity. 

17. Distinguished for his beauty among the people, pleasing the 
eye, in gifts excellin~ Karna, and in wisdom Brihll8pati, speaking 
mildly even to his enemies, celebrated in the Jagati measure, beloved, 
and even named blessed. 

18. By him the naked ascetics (Nngnagana) [were supported.] 
Whose disposition ever sweet, incre11Sed to such a degree llS not only 
to refuse ordering the destruction of human life, but constantly to 

• Thl9 muat. be Tumu or Ta.rtary. a.ncl oiuoe his gra.ndt&thcr crossed the Himalayu, he pro
bably did eo t.oo. Perhar.• Tibet might be lncludecl onder thie name, and a viail. kl the Grand 
Lama DDe object o!the pilgrimage. 
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sustain himself by water, so that he might be considered as attainiug 
the supremacy of the serpent race (who live on water), though not 
like them double tongued. He was at the same.time fortunate, and 
a rewarder with the five different jewels of his victorious troops. 

19. He possessed the depth of the sea, and the stability of things 
on the dry land, and of the human body sustained by its seven mem
bers, the benevolence of the descendant of the Sun (Kama,) so that by 
merely presenting themselves, 11uitors ever obtained their request. 
His fame and majesty were equal to those of Raghu. Whenever 
he, with his warriors, would go into the battle against towers, and 
horses, he inspired his foes with anxiety, wher&by war-sprung vora
cious indifference to life seized the far-famed goddess Durga. 

20. By whomsoever this his land, and the house of the sage (Su
gata) shall be protected by virtuous and strenuous efforts, to him ll·t 
there never be any danger of falling into the regions of Pluto (Yamn,) 
inhabited by venomous serpents ; but on the contrary, let his delightfn1 
habitation be where are collected those distinguished for their know
ledge of the Veda, and for acquaintance with all the modes of chant
ing its sacred verses. Let it be peaceful and honoured for sacred science. 
And even should he be born in a low and vicious family, let him, 
when sufficiently old, become a devotee (BrahmachUri,) and awakened 
to devotional exercises take refuge in the most ancient of beings. 
The virtuous (sovereign) having become a perfect Buddhist sage 
(Boddhisntva,) obtained renovation. 

21. This is the most ornamented spot adorned with lakes, wells, 
garden lanrls, halls, small dwellings, and sacred trees with num
berless suckers, surpassing all former splendour,-a delightful 
cheering place, friendly to man, flowing with the water of life. 
Let this abode of the illustrious conqueror of the passions (Jina) 
remain ever glorious. 

This eulogy, composed in excellent rhetoric measures, desired by 
his family, his fortunate dependants and friends, was composed by 

~ 

Bhaskar Ilhattn in the year (Shivo Jvala) 711. J> O <I Thus [dc-
A 

parted he] who was nothing less thnn the friend of nil (Vlshnn), 
contemplating the goddess of eloquence and prosperity, ns she re
sembled a drop of pure wat<'r, resting on the knf of a lotus; and at 
the same time gunrrling l he life of mnn. 




